422                       WINTER-QUARTERS.

lowed Hannibal to Luceria with. Ms army, he contented him-
self with watching him. Fabius remained at Suessula, which
he was able to revictual fully, and strengthening the in-
trenchments and leaving a large body there, advanced
towards Capua and began to ravage its territory. The
Capuans could oppose him only by partisan warfare, having
no regular troops, but their irregular horse stood them in
good stead. They fortified a camp outside the town and
placed in it six thousand of their foot. Fabius allowed the
Capuans to sow their late crop of grain, in fact retiring to
allow them to do so, and when it ripened reaped and con-
veyed it to Suessula, returning to which place, lie went into
winter-quarters. Marcellus, leaving only the necessary gar-
rison at Nola, was instructed by Fabius to send the rest of his
troops to Rome, where it was easier to winter them. Fabius
fortified and garrisoned Puteoli, near Neapolis, which was the
centre of a great wheat traffic.

During this winter there was a constant exchange of com-
bats between Eomans and Carthaginians in Apulia. When
Hannibal was not personally present, the Romans generally
had the advantage. These wonderful soldiers were gradually
learning the ways of their foes and regaining confidence in
themselves.

In Bruttium, Petelia resisted eight months all the efforts of
Himilco. When it fell, it carried with it Consentia, Locri,
and, after a fierce resistance, Crotona. Rhegium remained
faithful to Rome. The Bruttians were strongly wedded to
the cause of Hannibal, but individual cities still held out.

The Scipios in Spain, despite lack of money, clothing and
corn, had followed up their successes during the year B. c.
215, had been well sustained by the Roman senate, had ad-
vanced from the Ebro to the Guadalquivir and had beaten
the Carthaginians in two pitched battles, with a loss of thirtyf battle? That Hannibal did not win a victory seems fill   ull was the means of so entirely weakening the morale
